
 

With Remembrance Day 
almost upon us, and with 
the Wall Street protest-

ors still camped out in Montreal and 
in other major cities – at least at time 
of writing – here’s a news ! ash. ! e 
Montreal ! eatre Ensemble (MTE) 
will be staging Arthur Miller’s classic 
All My Sons at ! e Casgrain ! eatre, 
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue January 12 
through 28.

Why a news ! ash? You are prob-
ably asking as opening night is months 
away. Because director, Terry Donald, 
- in an exclusive interview with Your 
Local Journal told me this week: “" e 
barons of Wall Street might well heed 
this line from the play: ‘Once and for 
all, you can know there’s a universe of 
people outside and you’re responsible 
to it...’ Moreover, the play is set in the 
years just after World War II, it high-
lights the di#  culties faced by soldiers 
and their families, and it is just as rel-
evant today as it focuses on the same 
core issues that we are currently fa-
cing.”

With the $ rst reading set for this 
week and $ rst rehearsals slated for 
later this month, it sure promises to be 
one hell of a production by a truly tal-
ented team of actors that have consist-
ently garnered rave reviews for their 
professionalism and dedication to 
their craft. Permit me to explain.

A JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY - I 
$ rst discovered MTE in 2008 when 
they were presenting John Steinbeck’s 
Of Mice and Men, depicting the plight 
of migrant workers during the disas-

trous Dustbowl of the 20s. Received a 
call from stalwart member and actor 
extraordinaire, Rebecca Croll, asking 
if it was possible for the entire cast to 
visit Hudson - where I live - to spend 
a full day, in costume and in charac-
ter ‘working the land’ to get a better 
understanding of their roles and make 
for better performances.

" ey came, they saw, and they 
worked their butts o%  with nary a com-
plaint. " e production would go on to 
be voted one of the top ten best plays 
in Montreal that year by the Montreal 
Mirror’s Best of Montreal Poll. " e 
following year, they staged Arthur 
Miller’s A View from the Bridge. Again 
it was voted one of the year’s top ten 
best plays, plus one of the top ten best 
theatre companies in Montreal.

Fascinated to learn that MTE was 
actually founded in 1991 by $ ve gradu-
ates of the John Abbott Professional 
! eatre program. Namely Eddy Saad, 
Christine Gagne, Laura Lee Shink, 
Sophie Roy and Sylvie Flanagan. Also 
that it is a not-for-pro$ t, dynamic the-
atre company dedicated to providing 
quality work experience for profes-
sionally trained&and emerging theatre 
artists. And that the goal of the found-
ers was to work in an artistic environ-
ment, based upon principles and stan-
dards that they had come to share.

All I can add is that they must be 
might proud that their vision was re-
spected and has evolved amazingly. 
For award-winning Terry Donald tells 
me that Stage II - now being launched 
- represents ground-breaking collab-
oration with the John Abbott College 
(JAC) Department of ! eatre and 

Music whereby MTE is opening its re-
hearsals of its latest production to the 
students of the Professional ! eatre 
Program. In doing so, giving them a 
unique exposure to external produc-
tions and professional performers be-
yond their traditional curriculum.

Adds artistic director Terry: “MTE 
is thrilled to be a part of this truly in-
novative initiative in which the MTE 
actors and production crew have the 
opportunity to mentor Montreal’s fu-
ture actors during the rehearsal pro-
cess and through talk-backs. With the 
permission of the JAC Faculty, the pro-
fessional theatre students can choose 
to gain experience working on various 
aspects of the production.”

A ROUND OF APPLAUSE PLEASE  
- And who are those MTE actors&and 
crew? Well, there’s designer Peter 
Vatsis, whose talents have often been 
seen on the Hudson Village ! eatre 
stage. Costume designer Melanie 
Michaud. Rebecca and her leading 
man in real life, supremely talented 
actor Adam LeBlanc. As well as fellow 
thespians, Christopher Moore, Peter 
Vrana, Alex McCooeye, and Matthew 
Raudsepp. " e board of directors for 
the company, by the way, is made up 
of George & Mary Saad, parents of 
the late Eddy Saad, one of the original 
founding students, and Terry Donald.

So why All My Sons this time 
around? I asked Rebecca, who won 
fabulous reviews for her performance 
in Tara Johns’ $ rst feature $ lm, ! e 
Year Dolly Parton Was My Mom, which 
! e Hudson Film Society showed as 
the closing $ lm at their Spring Festi-
val: “Because Miller is a fantastic play-
wright,” she told me. “And Terry has 
wanted to put it on for years. It’s one 
of his all-time favourites.&For while the 
play may have been written just after 
WW II, from Washington to Sydney, 
from London to Toronto, ‘greed’ is the 
headline.&And at the core of this un-
rest, lies the debate between success at 
any cost and the moral obligations of 
individuals in business, to society, and 
their fellow man.&  " ese are themes 
that Miller explores with unwavering - 
and sometimes brutal - honesty, in All 
My Sons.”

Adds Adam LeBlanc, who is work-
ing on a short $ lm right now that he 
hopes to shoot in 2012 with several 
company members, and who also 
worked on the Walter Salles feature 
On ! e Road, based on Jack Kerou-
ac’s book and due out later this year: 
“Above all, this play is about big busi-
ness turning a blind eye for the sake of 
greed and pro$ t, and the devastating 
e% ect that such actions can have on an 
individual.& It will be a real challenge 
for everyone involved.& " e character 
portrayals have to be so vulnerable 
and honest, it’s such a human story.& It 
is something very di#  cult for our gen-
eration. And we’ll have to do our re-
search and stay true to the story to do 
justice to the play and its characters.”

With this in mind, cast and crew 
are looking forward to meeting with 
Veterans at Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue 
Hospital in a visit that is currently be-
ing arranged. Says Rebecca: “When 

we visited Hudson in 2008 - on Labour 
Day, of all days - it was a wonder-
ful bonding opportunity for the cast, 
some of whom were new to working 
with the group.& It o% ered us the op-
portunity to stray away from the script 
while maintaining our characters.&We 
do understand that we only lived it for 
a day, but it really gave us the chance 
to feel the e% ects of a hard day’s work, 
even if only on a small scale.

“" is time, through meeting with 
Veterans, we really want to be able to 
better understand the time period and 
what people went through during that 
war.&  Speaking with them will be an 
invaluable experience. " ey will of-
fer us a window into the past that will 
help us recreate the authenticity of the 
era, and appreciate the profound ef-
fect that surviving war can have on an 
individual.&We couldn’t be more grate-
ful that they are willing to share their 
stories.”

FUND RAISING GALA PLANNED 
- All that being said, Terry is quick to 
add that as a small, independent, not-
for-pro$ t company, pro$ t is directly 
tied to $ lling seats and the generos-
ity of theatre patrons.&And to this end, 
MTE will be holding a fund-raising 
Gala at 8 p.m. on January 14. Tickets 
are $40 a pop and will include not only 
the performance, but also the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a wine and cheese re-
ception with the cast and crew, music 
and a silent auction, with all proceeds 
going directly to supporting the com-
pany. A company, I might add, that 
truly deserves our support. For info 
and tickets, visit www.mtlte.com or by 
email at info@mtlte.com Will keep you 
posted!

  And that’s a wrap!
E-mail: creation@videotron.ca
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Actors in Of Mice and Men get down and dirty in character and costume while helping clean up 
Hudson three years ago.
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Rebecca Croll and Adam LeBlanc give their all 
in A View From the Bridge.


