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A View from the Bridge 

explores delicate taboos

Adam LeBlanc, left, and Peter Vrana play leading roles in A View from the Bridge.
(Shane Kelley photo)

 

by Shane Kelley
A View From The Bridge, one of Arthur Miller's best works, is a tale of passion, jealousy and 
betrayal set in Brooklyn during the mid-50s.
Eddie Carbone, played with superb passion and intensity by Adam Leblanc, is an Italian-American 
longshoreman with a tormented soul. He lives with his wife Beatrice and their orphaned niece 
Catherine in a poor Italian immigrant neighbourhood near the Brooklyn Bridge.
Eddie's behaviour and emotions are becoming erratic and increasingly inappropriate as his 
protective and paternal feelings towards his pretty 17-year-old niece grow into obsession and 
jealousy. He is always one look or word away from exploding, especially at Beatrice, played by 
Rebecca Croll, who is wonderfully subtle while invoking the grace and strength of an elegant, 
loyal-to-the-end woman.
Beatrice is caught between her niece, played by Christie Hebert with a childish sweetness inherent 
in a girl not yet aware of her womanly charms, and her husband, who she is patiently trying to save 
from self-destruction.
Things get worse when Beatrice's two cousins, Marco (played by Peter Vrana with a combination of 
country-boy charm and a dangerous and threatening edge) and the young, handsome, flamboyant 
Rudolpho (played by Matthew Raudsepp), arrive from Italy and move in with the family. The two 
brothers have entered the country illegally in the hope of escaping poverty for a better life in 
America.



Catherine agrees to marry Rudolpho although it is never entirely clear if Rudolpho truly loves her 
or is just after an American passport. Desperate to stop the marriage, Eddie decides to report the two 
illegal immigrants.
The story underscores the tribal code of his closed society, a code Eddie breaks by betraying Marco 
and Rudolpho. This causes Eddie to lose his good name, and the respect of his family, friends and 
neighbours. Everyone turns their back on Eddie except Beatrice, who seems to recognize that he is 
helpless in the grips of his obsession for Catherine.
In the end Marco comes looking for Eddie to settle the score and, in the final scene of the play, we 
are left only with the knowledge that there are no villains in this story, only victims to the 
destruction that is possible in the wake of sexual obsession and the breaking of society's taboos.
Expertly directed by Terry Donald, the play's lighting and impressive set are designed by the ever-
talented Peter Vatsis, with costume design by Melanie Michaud.
Shows run until Jan. 30, Tuesday to Saturday at 8 p.m. with a Sunday matinee at 2 p.m., at the John 
Abbott College Casgrain Theatre.
General admission $20, students and seniors $18. Online ticket purchases at www.mtlte.com, For 
further inquiries, call 514-515-9140.
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