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Crossed the Ile aux Tourtes Bridge
Saturday night en route from Hudson to
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue to take in a the-
atrical production which, to be honest, I
was apprehensive about seeing. 

For, in the post glow of jolly Panto
and the festive season, I knew I was
about to witness a tragic tale of family
conflict, forbidden lust, sexual obses-
sion, betrayal, illegal immigrants, and
even death on the street. All played out
in the closed-knit, Italian-American
immigrant community living in Red
Hook, in the shadow of the Brooklyn
Bridge back in the old-world-new-
world battle of the1950s. When macho
men were men and women, well, basi-
cally did what they were told and had
better learn to live with it. Fun stuff, eh?

But then, I’d received an invitation
that I couldn’t refuse. For it came from
one of Quebec’s most talented and
committed group of English-language
actors who never fail to amaze. Namely,
The Montreal Theatre Ensemble, dedi-
cated to providing quality work experi-
ence for professionally trained, emerg-
ing theatre artists.

The play? Henry Miller’s classic A
View From The Bridge. The location?

The Casgrain Theatre at John Abbot
College. The director? Terry Donald. 

Performed by big name actors on
leading stages around the world, it is an
extremely demanding play that has set
the bar high for any lesser known actor
brave enough to audition, let alone be
cast. Suffice to say that Donald has
assembled an exceptional ensemble
cast that more than succeeds on all
counts. Not only in terms of doing full
justice to the script, but also in physical-
ly suiting their parts for total conviction. 

Which perhaps should not come as
any surprise considering that several in
the cast and crew worked together last
year in MTE’s critically acclaimed pro-
duction of Of Mice and Men. Again con-

fident in their own roles and with confi-
dence in each other, there isn’t a weak
link in the cast.

As for the plot, simply put, long-
shoreman Eddie Carbone lives in
Brooklyn with his wife Beatrice and her
orphaned niece Catherine, whom they
have brought up as their own daughter.
Into the household come two of
Beatrice's cousins from Italy who enter
the country illegally to find work on the
waterfront. Eddie's love for his niece
turns to obsession when the younger of
the Italian brothers, Rodolpho, and
Catherine strike up a friendship that
blooms into romance. Soon Eddie's
conflicted feelings lead him to betray
his family's trust and take action that
ends in violence. Of the deadly kind.

I’m not going to single out any one
actor for special
praise, but I would
be remiss in not
mentioning that
Adam Leblanc in
the role of Eddie is
simply sensation-
al. He is Eddie. A
bravura perform-
ance that will leave
you spellbound. As
will that of
Rebecca Croll

playing his long suffering wife, Beatrice,
full of good intentions with instincts to
both protect and survive. 

As timeless as the Greek tragedies on
which it is modeled and as contempo-
rary as today's headlines, A View From
The Bridge, with its exceptional set by
Peter Vatsis, is a riveting must see.
Montreal Theatre Ensemble may be a
not-for-profit organization but make no
mistake. If this production was showing
in New York, it would make a killing.
Don’t miss it.

A View From The Bridge, directed by
Terry Donald, runs through January 30
at Casgrain Theatre, John Abbott
College, Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue. Tickets
are $20 regular, $18 for students and sen-
iors. For reservations call 514 515-9140
or purchase online at www.mtlte.com
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Canadians take centre stage in the world of opera
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At Hudson Village Theatre on
January 30 and 31, the next presentation
in their Big Screen opera series will fea-
ture a Canadian in a main role when
bass-baritone Gerald Finley plays the
role of the Count in The Marriage of
Figaro. But as the Principal Conductor
of Orchestra London and B.C.’s Victoria
Symphony, maestro Brian Jackson sug-
gests it’s business as usual as Canadians
are known for having a preponderance
of singers in the highest echelons of the
opera scene.

“Demographically speaking,” said
Jackson to Your Local Journal last week,
“There are a large number of Canadian
opera singers. Much more statistically

than the average representation.”
Jackson’s wide experience in the

music world, which includes work here
in Hudson such as 2008’s A Little Music
in the Night (with local mezzo soprano
Stephanie Marshall who now sings in
London with the English National
Opera among others), has time and
time again shown the definitive pres-
ence of Canadians.

“I don’t know whether it’s the hardi-
ness of Canadians that makes them less
likely to cancel an engagement, say,
which can quickly make a singer
unbookable,” explained Jackson. “Or
what other reason might account for it.
But we are very much on the scene.”

Jackson suggested one reason might
have something to do with the large
amounts of choral groups across the

country that provide a rich cultivation of
young singers.

“There are so many choirs and other
choral groups in Canada,” he said.
“Whether it’s in churches, schools or
other communities, a great amount of
choral work goes on this country. It pro-
vides a training ground for singers and a
place for them to develop their voices.”

There is also a depth of tradition of
great Canadian opera singers to look at,
explained Jackson. “From Teresa Stratas
to Jon Vickers to Ben Hepner, it is quite
an amazing tradition we are building
when one thinks of the relatively small
numbers of people. It’s interesting to
note that we also have more orchestras
per population than just about any-
where else. I don’t quite know why.”

Opera fans, and those just interested

in taking a look at the stellar production
being offered at Hudson Village Theatre
on January 30 and 31 with the
DigiScreened performance of the Royal
Opera House at Covent Garden’s pro-
duction of The Marriage of Figaro, can
take a look at just one Canadian opera
singer who has attained the highest lev-
els of his craft in Finley’s much lauded
performance.

Tickets for the remaining three
Opera/Ballet attractions can be pur-
chased through the Theatre Box Office at
www.villagetheatre.ca or by calling 450
458 5361. La nozze di Figaro single seat
tickets are available at the Box Office or
A Temps Perdu on Cameron Avenue in
Hudson.

A View From The Bridge a must see
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Adam LeBlanc as Eddie Carbone, Rebecca
Croll as his wife Beatrice, and Christie Hebert
as Catherine.


