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ACTING as MENTORS

By Jessica Hill

THE MONTREAL THEATRE ENSEMBLE gives a leg up to aspiring thespians.

Actors helping actors is at the core of the Montreal Theatre Ensemble’s mandate. 
This theatre company, originally started by John Abbott theatre program alumni, 
prides  itself  on  being  a  valuable  stepping-stone  for  all  young  actors.  Often 
providing  graduates  with  their  first  acting  opportunity  outside  their  training 
environment, the company is a virtual bridge between school and a professional 
career. 
Every year, theatre schools unleash dozens of young performers into the real world 
to fend for  themselves.  The struggle to  adapt  is  jarring.  Terry Donald,  theatre 
professor  at  John  Abbott  and  a  founding  member  of  the  Montreal  Theatre 
Ensemble, has always taken young graduates’ plight to heart. “We train them and 
then let them go. There is often very little interest in them once they’re trained,” 
exclaims Donald. He is behind Montreal Theatre Ensemble’s Stage Two program, 
whose goal is to expose current theatre students to what mounting a professional 
production entails. The company rehearses and performs at John Abbott College, 
making it easy for students to get involved. The actors open their rehearsals to the 
students and are often invited to speak in class. Additionally, many graduating 
students actively participate in the production and a few even act in the play. This 
mentorship  between alumni  and present theatre  students  appears  to be quite 
beneficial. “The students are able to see what we’ve been talking about in class, in 
action. People learn more from watching than from anything else,” states Donald. 
He remembers this sort of program existing when he was in theatre school himself, 
in the United States: “New York actors were invited in to share their experiences 
and we could often sit in on their rehearsals. I learned from watching and listening 
to them. Their input was one of the reasons I stayed in it.” 
Soon-to-be  graduates  can  find  solace  and  stimulation  from  hearing  alumni’s 
anecdotes and counsels. It makes the world they are about to discover seem less 
hostile.  Furthermore,  by  watching  professional  actors  in  practice,  the  students 
learn how to conduct themselves in rehearsal, during technical set-ups and behind 
the stage. “They witness the actors exhibiting integrity, honesty and generosity 
towards  each  other,  values  one  must  honour  as  an  actor,”  affirms  Donald. 
Ultimately, it should leave them with a newfound respect and love for their craft. 
The  Montreal  Theatre  Ensemble’s  upcoming  Stage  Two  performance  is  Arthur 
Miller’s “A View from the Bridge”.  Set in 1950s New York, an Italian- American 
longshoreman and his wife live with their orphaned niece. However, the husband’s 
protective feelings towards his  niece slowly develop into something more than 
paternal. When his wife’s young, handsome cousins arrive from Italy, the young girl 
becomes smitten with one of them, triggering the husband’s jealousy and rage. A 



tragedy pitting  passion against  reason,  “A View from the Bridge” plays at  the 
Casgrain Theatre on the John Abbott campus from January 14th to the 30th.


