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The Montreal Theatre Ensemble weigh in on Steinbeck's classic Of Mice and Men

Adam LeBlanc shed 30 pounds to play George in Of Mice and Men. Peter Vrana packed on 
10 for the role of Lennie. Sitting with the young actors, the transformation is obvious. 
LeBlanc's clothes hang loosely off his newly slender frame, while the Western scene on 
Vrana's T-shirt bulges to three dimensions against the topography of his chest. 

The Montreal Theatre Ensemble (MTE) hopes such youthful enthusiasm translates into a 
reinvigorated take on John Steinbeck's classic drama. Not only does the company provide 
quality gigs to emerging actors, but this particular project marks the inaugural instalment of 
the Stage Two series, a mentorship initiative that opens the show's rehearsals and backstage 
jobs to current theatre students. 

Of Mice and Men, the leads say, has allowed the entire troupe to break free of the 
typecasting that often clings to actors when they're starting out. "In theatre people often 
have preconceptions about the way things should be," says LeBlanc. "But if you rearrange a 
few pieces on the chessboard, you can see that there are other options that are just as good 
or better." 

Vrana adds that, even with a few years of experience under his belt, he's "soaking it up." He 
explains, "I'm watching others work, how they're changing things and developing their 
characters. It's really amazing to be a part of that."

If you had a Grade 9 English class, you're probably familiar with Lennie Small, a giant man with a child's mind, and his 
caretaker George Milton. Set in Depression-era California, the story follows the iconic pair as they chase the American Dream, 
only to slam into unexpected tragedy. 

The actors, who trained together at CEGEP John Abbott, believe their offstage camaraderie creates a powerful foundation for 
their performances. Vrana says, "The chemistry we have as friends, it was a seamless transition to bring it onto the stage... " - 
LeBlanc finishes his thought - "and it's really important for this play to have that kind of chemistry. It's almost big brother 
looking after little brother. These characters have a past; they have a history."

Don't miss your chance to see a talented team of thespians breathe new life into this timeless tale. Make like a tumbleweed and 
blow out to the West Island for MTE's Of Mice and Men. 

Of Mice and Men
At CEGEP John Abbott 

Casgrain Building (21275 Lakeshore Rd.), until Sept. 13
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