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Ready for some bluegrass music and bunkhouse drama?

Yet another attractive late-summer theatre option has just surfaced, at the Casgrain Theatre of John 
Abbott College in Ste. Anne de Bellevue thanks to the Montreal Theatre Ensemble.

This long-dormant company, founded in 1991, is presenting a moving production of John 
Steinbeck's classic novella/play Of Mice and Men (1937).

Director Terry Donald, who teaches drama at John Abbott, has assembled a cast made up of talented 
recent graduates, with a couple of seasoned players (himself and Bill Fletcher), plus a genuine dog 
and a rabbit thrown into the mix. This is a plain, straightforward, sincerely acted production, just 
right for the text.

Set in California during the Great Depression, Of Mice and Men reveals a slice of life based on 
Steinbeck's own experiences as a migrant worker.

We meet George Milton (Adam LeBlanc) and his slow-witted sidekick, Lennie Small (Peter Vrana), 
as they are about to take up new jobs at a ranch owned by a man known simply as The Boss (Terry 
Donald).

The two hobos may be down and out, moving from one place of work to another as a result of 
Lennie's bungling ways, but George stokes the fires of a dream in Lennie's head. Together, some 
day, they are going to own their own place and "live off the fat of the land." They will tend the farm 
together and Lennie will be allowed to keep rabbits, as he loves to pet and cuddle small animals - 
even mice. Trouble is, he tends to squeeze too hard and they die.

Given Lennie's extraordinary strength, George is all too aware what could happen to people, too. So 
he's constantly trying to steer the big guy away from trouble. This isn't easy, given that the pretty, 
unnamed young woman (Rebecca Croll), who's married to Curley (Christopher Moore), can't stay 
away from the hired help. "She's got the eye," opines one of the hands, defining her as a tart, 
looking for action.

During the first half of the play, Steinbeck skillfully reveals a complex pattern of interaction within 
this sexist, racist subculture of the downtrodden. Bad as it is for guys like George and Lennie, they 
aren't much better for Slim (Alex McCooeye) and Carlson (Aaron Turner) and Whit (Matthew 
Raudsepp). And things are even worse for the superannuated Candy (Bill Fletcher), who can't 
protect his mangy old dog from Carlson's gun, and Crooks (Herschel Andoh), who is the only black 
man employed at the ranch. He's forced to bunk down in a room in the barn, segregated from the 
others.

Within this context it's difficult to care much about the ditzy woman who creates havoc by simply 
hanging around. And Croll fails to hit the helplessly sensual note necessary to make this rather 
thankless role work.



Vrana and Leblanc lead the ensemble well, playing it like they mean it. With a story as powerful as 
this one, that's exactly what's needed.

The dog, who, most unfairly, is not credited in the program, is perfectly cast to win audible gasps of 
despair as he is led offstage to his doom.

It all makes for a solid, meat-and-potatoes-satisfying evening of theatre. Steinbeck fans won't want 
to miss this one.

Those who drive out from Montreal are advised to leave early and take the picturesque route, along 
Lakeshore Drive.

Of Mice and Men continues Tuesday to Saturday at 8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m., until Sept. 13 at 
Casgrain Theatre, John Abbott College in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue. Tickets $15, or $10 for students 
and seniors.For more info visit www.mtlte.com. For reservations call 514-515-9140.
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